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March was a great month here at Yottaquest. HeroClix Giant Size X-Men were
released and it was a huge hit! We hosted a Living

Forgotten Realms game thanks to Random. BTW, if LMARVEI.
anyone wants to GM some LFR just let us know by emailing HERDCL]X

events@yottaquest.com!

Our convention of the month goes to CincyCon! This was /
its second year and turnout was better than
/ last year. | don’t know the official number,
Q?—r/ but my guess would be around 250 to 300
( people. Yottaquest did not have a booth, however, | was
there all day long meeting people and handing out gift
certificates to lucky attendees. At the con | met some great
folks from VicTim Games LLC. They were debuting a new board game,
Scrumbrawl. | liked the game so much we picked up a case immediately for
the store! So come in and check it out. They even gave us a demo copy!

Speaking of board games, our “All Day Board Game Affair” was a huge
hit. Players came in all day and played scores of games. Check out some of
the pictures on our Facebook page.

YQ 101 events continued with topics such as Comics, Warhammer 40Kk,
Pathfinder RPG and EDH. If you have an idea for a YQ 101 event or wish to
help with a YQ 101 event contact events@yottaguest.com and let us know!

Magic the Gathering for March was big! The Mirrodin Besieged Game Day
had a great turnout and we gave away a complete set of Mirrodin Besieged to
first place. The other big MTG event was our Legacy event where the winner
received an Unlimited Tundra. You asked for more Legacy events and we are
delivering. Now for the casual player we instituted the new MTG Commander
(EDH) flights. These only require 4 people and everybody wins something!

The month wrapped up with our Sunday night movie “Darby O’Gill and the
Little People”. An appropriate March film with a very young
Sean Connery. Movie nights are free and we always give
out free popcorn! So like | said, March was a great month.

April is chocked full of even more gaming goodness and the
Yottaquest family will be growing. We are hiring and | am
expecting to have the new person (whoever

that may be) on the schedule soon. ‘
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Social Equivalence

By now both the readers of this article have become
accustomed to a certain madcap style of writing chock
full of jokes and on topics that are vaguely personal in
order to illuminate situations that | feel are important to
the gaming community in Cincinnati. Of course, this
won't change, but this month, | think I'm going to touch
on a topic that has hit each and every one of us at some
point in our lives — people who have a prejudice against
our subculture, and frankly, there are only so many jokes
you can make on the topic.

Sometime last month, | had someone say to me “Hey,
Jeffrey, you're a D&D guy, come over here and fix my
computer.” as though all of us who play RPGs know how
to fix computer problems. | know several gamers that |
wouldn’t let within 10’ of a computer, especially one | use
for work. On the other hand, in the minds of most people
these geeky activities are all the same. To them, it’s like
an astrophysicist who specializes in magnetohydrody-
namics knowing nothing about stellar dynamics - if you
can imagine.

| want to be clear that I'm not trying to equate this with
the kind of racial, gender, age or sexual preference dis-
crimination and prejudice. I'm not aware of a time that
I've felt as though | have suffered in the way that people
who have been the victim of the above. I've been the
victim of gender discrimination — it's definitely a helpless
feeling to be judged on something that doesn’t have any-
thing to do with your work and isn’'t something you could
change, even if you wanted to.

On the other hand, all prejudice is bad. It's effectively
telling the person “I don’t think you’re worth getting to

know”, and it's a hell of a way to treat someone. | think
we’ve all had the experience of being treated like the “fat
(maybe) geeky guy”, and worse, as being interchangea-
ble with other “fat (maybe) geeky guys”.

There used to be two of us where | work. People got our
names confused, what projects we were working on, and
what side-projects we were doing. However, had they
gotten to know us, they would have seen that we're two
very different people. For example, my coworker was
more of a computer hardware guy, where | am more of a
programming guy. He writes for the local gaming store’s
blog, | write for the local gaming store’s newsletter. At
the time, he played an Undead shadow priest on WoW. |
played a Draenai holy priest. | mean, honestly, could we
be any more different?

| think the first step to this is to not accept it. As a com-
munity, we need to do a better job of ensuring that we're
not in the public conscious as just the comic book guy
from the Simpsons or the guys from Big Bang Theory.
We’'re all individuals, and as a group, we need to ensure
that we’re treated as such. We need to get out the mes-
sage that gaming has a lot of benefits, from language
use to math skills, from socialization to problem solving
skills, from the ability to argue minutiae in rules to the
ability to use the plural of minutiae properly in a sen-
tence. We're as much as 6% of the population, and |
think it's time we started acting like it.

-Jeffrey Omnitz
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